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Abstract
Within the wider field of Middle Eastern Studies, there has been a surge of interest in the economic, socio-political, and
cultural realities of the Gulf. On many levels, the reasons behind this surge of interest are not difficult to understand:
despite undergoing recent and profound transformations, most Gulf societies place a premium on retaining their
indigenous cultural heritages. Affluent and politically stable, the UAE play a vital role in the development of a
contemporary Gulf identity. For the scholar, the UAE also provide an ideal location within which to observe and reflect
upon this juxtaposition of modern(ity) and traditional(ism). When scholars from across the academic spectrum write
about the UAE, they tend to prioritize the contributions of the larger emirates, Abu Dhabi, Dubai and Sharjah. To date,
there has been very little research on Ras al-Khaimah itself. This short paper has two aims. The first is to situate the
research that has been carried out on Ras al-Khaimah within the wider academic debate concerning the Gulf and,
specifically, the UAE. The second is to invite members of AURAK’s scholarly community to participate in an ongoing
research project – still in its early stages – that focuses on Ras al-Khaimah as “An Emirate in Transition.” The eventual
aim of this project is to create a collaborative, multi-disciplinary work that explores Ras al-Khaimah – both in terms of
its historical uniqueness and firmly embedded position within the UAE – through a variety of academic perspectives.
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